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o IWA NEWS LETTER

( "Iu"nlurna XX No. 7 Chennal

9 NOVEMBER 2007
MONTH AT A GLANGE

31

.'Thl..r. 18t Maw, Boak Discussion 10,15 a.m.
Current Eveants

Disappearing Daughters

#
gg @Fr.  9th Nov, Managing Committee Meating 09,30 a.m.
w Executive Committes Meating 10.30 a.m.

Tua, 13th Mov. History, Cullure and Tours 10,15 a.m.
Philosophy & Refiglon
Cooking Swapshop
Arts & Handicrafis
Coony

Wed 21stNov.  Health and Ecology 10,15 a.m.
Ecotei-Environmertaly
Sensitive Holels

[Feaith & Ecoiogy

20 Mosam 21

Hisiony, Cufue 4 Toery
Paiosaghy § Fegion
-Eiﬂﬂm

Thur, Z2nd Mow, Book Discussion ! 10.15a.m.
Dramatizalion of ‘THE LETTER'

19
26

12 (Wt5am 13

i cunior  Mils B Performing Ars 10.15 am.
The Devadasis of Madras




2
&

Due to the State wide bandh the Music Day had 1o be postponed L
However It was celebrated on 8th October.On this occasion wa
remembared Mirmal and paid homage to har memory. Tha yqung’w‘
awardaa K P Nan:qul enthralled tha audiance with her parformance.

We thank the Music Commitiee for having chosen the right parson
and the Goyals, for thair continued support of the evant annually w

Deapavall Kondattam was celebrated on’ Oct 22nd - Tha highlight
being & Fashion Show af Clothes and Jewsllery and Dances of i)

Ircdia,
»

Tha Managament and tha Board and tha Members in charge of tha
stalls hava worked very hard to make it an enjoyabla moming.

You would have enjoyed the |0 lunch on 25th Oct and wa thank
tha Commillag of Hosts

We loak forward to the X' mas celebration on 13th Dacember at
Madras Club and the Sub Committas has already started planning L

for tha avent, s
Domestic tour 10 Darjeeling Sikkim and other places 18 In Fab 2008,

FROM THE PRESIDENTS

Diaar Friencls,

Plaase book early to avold disappointment .The details®)
ara available in tha News Letter Y

KEAMALA PRASASD RAZIYEH SHEERAZIE _
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Fri. @th November 10.30 a.m. @)

MAMAGIMNG COMMITTEE
Fri. 8th Movamber 9230 a.m.

Balh Meslings hosted by ‘
Rani Ananth & Radha Gopalakrishnan
At : Madras Boat Club .}
The Bowsida
Boal Club Road, A.A. Pumm .
Chonnal « 600 08, I
2 L
[}

’ INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT

¥ 1st April’'07 TO 30th September'2007
Armaunt
) INCOME Rs. p
Mambership Subacriplion AZZ200.00
Hostess Confribution GO0, 00
‘3 Telephone Books Byelawss Photgraphs 1296000
Guest Contributlon 17650.00
L Savings Bank InterestFixed Deposit Interest 16BE8.00
Mew Membarship 2500.00
'# Photographs and Badgss 2440.00
Membearship Contribution A0.00
i (B Total Income 430718.00
@ EXPENDITURE
AGM Expenses 2006-2007 33890.00
Fallowship Morming 16445,00
Printing & Statlonary A1547.50
Postage&Courier Charges 10195.00
Legal and Professional Fees 224500
Meatings 18517.00
- ‘% Founder's Day Celsbration 50036.00
Accounting Charges BO00.00
i Bank Charges 26,00
Total Expendiure 168805.50
} e | Excess of Income over Expendilure 260912.50
'I i Funds Position as on 30th Septembear 2007
| Opening Balance - 1st April 2007 1T1572.64
r Add : Excess of Income Over Expendiiure ' 260912.50
¥ Less: Advance pald to Chalrpersons 2400000
| r Closing Balance - 30th September2007
> Bank 404009.84
| Cash 4475.20 408485.14
" “ Fixed Deposits
Special Fixed Deposit KDWO1/4776 100000.00
@ CompusAEntrance Fee FDN1/007158 42435400
Entrance Fea-FOVO1/007178 5419.00
® Total Fixsd Deposits 526773.00

¥ 3
i



BOOK DISCUSSION
CURRENT EVENTS

Thursday 18t November al 10,15 a.m

At: Ugha Saravanan's
3, Kandaswamy Street,

Chandrabagh Avenue,
(Opposiie Hotel President cn Dr Radhakrishnan Hoad,)

Chennai 600004

E

DISAPPEARING DAUGHTERS -
The Tragedy of famale foaticlda

"This book touches our consclance™ from the forewerd by DrA P,

b1
s
L
Abdul Kalam.. ®

‘Mow they no longer feed them paddy husk or poisoned milk.. they
glifle them with a pillow or with a cloth.' (Kanchamima, a miiclwile

from Alligundam willage in Tamil Madu)

»
»
L]
&
L1

In Disappearing Daughtars, Gita Aravamudan uses investigative
reperting to unravel an appalling story of deeply ambadded and
destructive patriarchal ballefs, disempowered weman wha hava no
claim on thalr own bodies and the active complicity of a nuthless
and callous medical and social system. The author Gita Aravamudan
hersalf will 2hare with us her expariencas on writing this book,

Wa thank Usha Saravanan for grackously hosting this meeting.

RUTH LAUGE @
BALVEER SINGH

ARCHANA MEIYAPPAN
ANURADHA SACHDEY

“in soma parts of the country almost wo genemiions of womean
have been extomminated befora | compleded thig BOOK and there =g
alili no solufion in sight.* Gita Amsvamudhan

L]
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fJTuaada!.f 13th Movember 2007 at 10,15am

COOKING SWAPSHOP
HISTORY, CULTURE & TOURSYWI
PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION e

i

"-'Im: Meyammai Murugappan’s L]
The Laurals, .1
@ 9ok No. 4) Chitaranjan Road, :‘E"ﬂ Eh
Teynampet, Chennal 60O 018, Lk

Jrs
= COORG. =

‘3 Coorg or Kodagu means “dansa lorest land on steep hills™. Land of
‘ipappﬁu. coffaa, orangsas, morning mists, good looking men and

women. South Indian, yet so diffarent.Tha paopla ara known for
halr grace, hospitality and valour, We are delighted o offer a
giimpse of this small heaven- on- garlh, fondly krwn as the Scotland
.-‘nr India.

I We have a vary spaclal programme covering the four activities and
urge You to come and enjoy the morming which culminates in a
JBlunch | serving some of the traditional Coorg cuisine.

1% There will be an Intraduction to the histery, architecture, festivals,
jewealiery and for those interasted in learning towdrape the sar in tha

'.'um'gant Coorg slyle, pleass rermmembeér to Wear a san with a sleovad

ublnuss- and bring along a brooch or safety pin.

“Wa are hoping that our only Coorg membar can enlice her 90 yaar
old Grandmaother, hor Mother and daughter 1a join us for tha maating.-

Jour generations of baeautiful women, to answer any quasiions you

may have. Thera might be an additional surpriaall!

Linch will be servad &) 12 noon.
i 5
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This is a wam-In meeting, limiled to B0 members. No guasts
plaasa. Please call one of the following numbers by 8th November,
The watn-in will necessarily be strictly enforced.

=

@ Gowrl Visvanathan...2433 2627
@ LUma Ganasan., 98406 52588
@ Sanjita Shah,. 4210 5503

L]

- v -

Wa thank Meyammai for graciously allowing us to hold this meating

in her homea. D
ARAJ| RAMESH MEENA NARUJL
GEETA RAJAGOPAL GOWRI VISVANATHAN
SADIYA KHALEEL UMA GANESANS
PRITHIKA CHARY SANJITA SHAH

Welcoma to Coorg! A land saiing with rch culture, sfunning &
landscapes of lush forests, majestic mountain ranges and a
fagcinating history.

COOKING SWAPSHOP

Wa thank Renu Jalan, Meera Jayakar, Cherry Venkatesh
and Sharanya Jayakumar for sponsoring the gifts and the
Taj Group of Hotels lor the September meeating.

CHANGE IN TELEPHONE NUMBER

Deepika Goyal | 9841086752

FregeCcen e

— L

OUR CONGRATULATIONS TO
@ Deepika Goyal on the birth of a baautiful girl
(5] &
L]

————

')
HEALTH AND ECOLOGY

) Wednesday 21st Movember at 1015 a.m. ‘j:_t; . e
- e
(3 § o

At: The Raln Tree
Ceasbros Halals

D@ 20 st Mary's Road
‘B Alwarpet
Chennai 600 018
'
’ Ecotel ~The Hallmark of Environmentally Sensitive Hotels
L |
3 We are visiting The Raln Trea, an Ecotel Hotel whare Mr. Syed

Amjad Hussain, Environmantal officer of tha hotel, will acquaint us
with this concept with a presentation on how tha Hotel industry
'® today is responding to tha environmantal challenge.

R This presentation will be highlighting the ralatively new concepts of
> making hotals envirenment friendly and soclally consclous.

Mambers interested could stay back for about 30.mins, alter tha
i presentation for a tour of the hotel premises,

3
ASHA HEMDEV

‘3 BILKIE MOOSA

B An scotel hotal sets fhe trend for anvironmant-sensitive hotals (hat
have the three R theory of ‘reduce, reuse and recycle’ as their
‘B puiding principles. )

b
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BOORK DISCUSSION
Thurgday Movembar 22nd &b 1015 am
At Madras Club

¥, Adyar Club Gale Road,
Chennai 600 028

L

DRAMATISATION OF “THE LETTER' - BY KALKI -
TRANSLATED BY GOWRI| RAMNARAYAN

Tha short story, as a genra, has been acknowladged by many a |
writer as being one of the more difficult formats. To convey a
message and narrate a story in a few hundred words is an axerclsa
in the optimisation of the use of words,

Kalki Krishnamurthy excellad al this, as |s avinced by his prolific
writings. Of course, his epic novaels are even better known, But B
his short stories have a huge lan-lollowing loo.

L

The morning will sea a dramatisation of one of his mast moving
stories, 'The Letter' ably translated by his grand-daughter. The §p
actors are ladles of IWA and youngsters from the Sri Sankara
Senior Secondary School, Adyar. an
W

RUTH LAUGE
o EEENEEREEEEEE NN . e R .. N ﬂ

“..Kalki Krishnamurthy was a cologsus striding the Tamil joumnalistic
field at a tima when much was expecled from a new India"

ARCHANA MEIYAPPAN

OUR HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO

@ Rall Remeeh on the passing away of her molher
@ Latha Chohan on the pasalng away of har mothar-in-law.

»

T2
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) MUSIC & PERFORMING AR‘I‘SS‘

K4 Thursday, 29th November, at 10.15 am

L) ap Vidya Srinivasan’s
'‘Srinidhi'y 3,0old 2), Satyanarayvana Avenus,
) Chennai-600 028
P ] THE DEVADASIS OF MADRAS
'} From the position of a sagred servant of the tample and handmaiden
of God, tha Devadasi became a profane prostitute over the years.
{ & By the time Madras as a city was founded, the degradation had
already bagun, Yet tha years 1639 to 1900 saw the Devadasl
L} flowering as a custodian of the arts and she was largsly responsibls
In making tha city of Madras a cullural capital, By tha1900s Western
{ p education had taken root in Indian minds, beginning a movement
for outlawing the Devadasi through the Anti Mautch Movement. Did
{ ) the Davadasis capitulate undar pressura? What happenad?

* 3 V.Sriram, writer, chronlcler and exponent of Carnatic musle |5 well
kricemn for his talks on Carnatic music and musicians and for his
) Muzic walks in Chennal, An MBA, he has authored a book on
Carnatic musiciana, a quiz boak on Carnatic music, His latest book

§ on the famed Devadasi of Bangalore is to be published shorly.

{g Wa thank Vidya Srinivasan for hosting the maating.

i
(4

GEETA VASUDEVAN PLA OLANDER

B R e e T T R

) Lika my mother, | am going to fall, my daughier,Temple is your
fathar!" This has gone on for cemtures And sl goas on... This will
B g2on faraver.! am the Devadasi of the Temple. Templas may crumble

Bul, | will ga an Foravar.., 2aya Zaidi
¥
= g
ibk
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Tis X'Mas
Close an the hasals of Despavall Kondattam, we gear up to celabrate i‘
Christmas, We plan to have it on Decembar 13th al the Madras T
ciuly, ’

We would like IWA members fo come forward and participate in ¥

the carel singing and the skit. Participants who would like to take

part please contact L
& Anita Koshy 88408 11747 or ’
® Darley Mathew 98411 82481 W

We welcome gifts that can  be placed under the free which will B
later be donated to a charitable organisation, x
a

W& meambers who would like to donate cakes and caockies could
bring tham: to the Madras Club, T

Thay will be auctioned and the procesds donatad to charity, Wi
KAMALA PRASAD RAZIYEH SHEERAZIE W

THE BOARD L]

R S R R AR SR i &

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP TREASURER e

Foliowing are tha charges for guests who attend WA mastings: §g

Meelings Hosted in Homes Az 5O ™

hMeatings Hostad at Clubs Rs 100

Meetings Hosted at Hotals Actuals *

suUsAN HOFPER b
10 A

»

(3 HISTORY, CULTURE & TOURS i

i
' p =5 e
Land of Mystical Splandour — Slkkim Y

8 4

+ ) WA plans a trip from February 20th to February 28ih to Kelkata,
Kalimpong, Darjeeling and Sikikdm.

i |

o Our first stop will be the beautiful state of Sikkim, nestled in the

R magnificent Himalayas with ite breath-taking scenery of towerng

E’ mountaing, lush valleys, gushing rivers and clear blue lakes. We
will be visiting Gangtok, Tsomgo lake, Nathu-la pass on the Indo-

\ B Chinasa bardar, tha Rumtek monastary, Droul Chorthen and Enchay
Monastary..

g

Our naxt stop will be Kalimpong.where wa see Della hills, Jang-
'3 Dong-Palriffo Brang and Durbin Dara hills. From there wa procead
Y to Darjeeling where we will see the awesome sunrise over the
 Kanchendzonga, the third highest mountain paak in the world, We
‘) will also visit the Ghoom monastery, Batavia Loop, the Himalayan
Zoologlcal park and a tea estate.

Dur final stop I3 Kolkata where we visit the Victoria Memaorial,
> Ramakrishna Mutt and Dakshinashwar templa. And of coursea, wea

1 Wil go shopping|

3 The cost of the tour will ba Rs.28,000 which includes accommodation

on iwin-sharing basis, air fara, all meals, a'c coach for sightsesing
I]‘ and transfers al Kolkala, non-a'c Qualls In Sikkim, all slghtsealng
3 with English speaking guides and all entrance fees,

¥

¥ ] 11
h



The first installment of Rs.8,000 which |s non-refundable, has ¥

ta be paid by November 15th, Mambers interaatad in joining tha
trip, pleasze contact elther Shobha Hebbar at 26411248 or 88403-
38258 or Gowri Visvanathan at 24332627 or 98840-60858, ®

GEETA RAJAGOPAL GOWRI VISVANATHAM »

Last Shangr-La" - Sikkim, a paradise on earth, ulopia, a distant L
and geciuded hideaway of great baauly and paacafuiness, OF
monasirias and breathtaking locales, of smiling peopla, nnocent
and unspalll by the ways of modarm e,

- e SR . .
WELCOME ABOARD »
Ninna Hogedal Danish Ruma Majumdar British »
14 Aavi Strasal &, Anu Bal Villa
Gaa Clff Conclave B, Crescent Strest
Akkaral, Chennal 600 119 ABM Avanuos »
Tel; 65671 4286 Channai B0Q 028
Mioh: 9952081570 Tel: 2431 2483 »
Lena Hayman Swaden Berna Keen American @
12, Shanti Samudra Sharanalaya Flal 1C
Chinnandi Kuppam Road 11, Prithivi Avenus w
Injambakkam 2nd Streat
Channai 600 041 A.A, Puram £ ]
Tel, 2449 3222 Channai 600 018
Mobile: B444076800 Tal: 2498 2850 »
»
W
12 i
i

-
0

*| can't think of anything that
{ §oxcites a greater sense of chitd- [
like wander than to ba in a
ucnuntrg,.' where you ara ignorant
of almost anvthing." = Bill

L BPyEN
-r‘g.-'

THE CITY TO BEHOLD

‘The City ol Prague, is a city to

behold, Ong of tha worlds oldast
living «ltles, with iis many
histerie synagoguss and amazing
cathadrala, it's a city that one

'-"n'-'l:luh: ke o returrh be agaln

Afler setbing inbo our rooms and
g quick lunch under our bBaelts;
off wa wanl on a walking tour of
the old town hall with its famous astronomical clock, a medisval
Y elock where one sees an hourly "walk of the aposties’ show. Around
the town square many of us took off to axplore not just the historic
gites hut alse to check out the best crystal shops,  Gherry
t' Yankatesh gave us an insight into the maze of famocus Czech
crystal te ses whal shapes and colors would sppropriataly sult
..' differenl |kebana displays. Some were off with Malini Pandey to
tgnl advice on good amber jewelry, which was another favorte stop.

Others could a3l al a cald, slp their coffeée slowly and watch the
world go by. Al the time of our visit, the town square was fillad
with socoer players of Czech Republic and lretand having a roarnng
time betting on each cther. The Black Theatre Show on our lirs)
night set the tone for the rest ol the trip, inviting us to expect the
unexpacted and proving that it can be quite enjoyabla.

The next day, a visil to tha famous Charles Bridga saw us CroEaing
@ many times aver.  This stone gothic bridga connecls the old town
and Mala Strana, and was commissionad by the Czech King and
" Holy Roman Emperor Charlea [V in 1357, It s said thal agg yolks
were mixad Into the mortar to sirengthan the construction ol the

> 13
[k



bridge which was probably not a bad idea since thoy feal this l:ui-:ﬂ;;;sn“u
has survived many floods including the last one in August of 2002,
Barocque staluss [tolal of 300 are placed on either side. Tha mml!‘
popular status is of 5L John of Mepomuk, & Czech Maryr saint
who was executed during the reign of Wenceslas IV by being
thrown into the Vitava River from the bridge. Touching the status
brings good luck and ensures one's returmn. | know | touched s
shiny plague,

Thera were many Czech arlists, musicians, and souvenir vendors
lined on both skdes. We even had Hare Krishna Devolses dancing i
cn the bridge. Later on, we anjoved a breathlaking view of the fully

it Prague Caslle against the evening sky. We waore told how Iuckg,"
we wara that the skies had cleared for it had besn raining tha™
previous weeak. ™

In Soulth Bohemla, we travelsd via Ceske Budejovice to Cesky
Krumloy, which was truly a unlque amchitectural jewel, for it has@®
bean included in the UMESCO list of the Weord Haritage Sites In
'82. Here, lile ssems idyllic, a place of nature and beauly merging
seamlessly.

Morth Bohemla was our next stop, We vislted the Melnlk wine
region, whare our local guide Ivor enjoved himsealf on the extra
wine, and finished with a visit to a local castie. With all the cobbla
stones in place one could imagine horse's hooves thundering in
and oul of these castle walls, We were able to make a stop at
Wenoceslas Square In the afterncon, for more sightsealng anu:l',
shopping. This is one of two main sguares in central Prague, Ik is
a ¥50m long and G0m wide boulevard laid out more than &00 '_.'aara‘
ago during the relgn of Charles IV. It was orginally used as the
main Prague horsa markel. At tha top of the square is tha slatue
of 5t Wanceslas = a striking ligure the good Elng Wenoaslas | '.'ma-‘-
In the museum, where his painting Is displaved, Sharanya
accompaniad by others broke out into the Good King Wanmslasi
BONG, BUMprising ouwr guide, Sharanva hersell was our knowledgeable
in-house reference guida throughout the trip. Bahind the statue, is T
the menumental natlonal museum and Stale Opera House to its
lefl. Az cne walks down this vibrant area, you ses hotels
apartments, restaurants, bars, clubs and more shops, Sounds of

14 L
M

{
’ Jazz music beckoned us out one evening and the swaying salsa
f] music for the adventurous faw on ancther night, At one of our
dinner evenlings, we had Malini Ramakrshna Sr, leading Dr. Pritika
o tha dance floor, All were gams for a bit of fun,

3
The next day, a shoer light ook us to Budapast. One of Eastam
¢ Europe’s mosi fascinating cifies, alihough not as enticing as Pragua,
slrikes a nice balance batween nature and development On the
9 EBuda side of the city on Caste Hill, |s the Buda Castls, which
houses the Mational Gallery, the city’s history musaum and a
B contemporary arts museum.

“ The next day was a full day trip fo Esztargom for a scenic Hungarian
countryslde experlence with tha charming artist's town of
.“ Szenlendre, gateway to the picturesque Danube Bend reglon. This

wown of arts and museums with its charming, Mediterranean-style

architecture was a great place to wind down, presenting a
ﬁ smorgasbord ol sights, sounds, smalls and lights impossibla to
find alsawhers, Our resident photographer, O Pritike made sure
photos ware taken at all tha right spots. I'm sure sha will chargs
us tha next tima round.

on our first night in Budapaest, some of us made a visil to the
famous Gundael Aestaurant, its food based on tradifional Hungarian
culaing, At Gundels with a one-hundred-yvear history we enjoved a
full 7-course meal, seated al tables with white linen and full siiver
sarvioa. It falt we wera seated &t the fables of East European

9 aristocracy,

E
B
‘¥

The nexl day, following dinner at a looal restaurant we had an
anargatle Hungarian danca troupe entertain us bringing our
‘ memarable Wip to 8 close. As we preparad for our return | Know |
would mise the closenass and the camaraderia of these |ladies, but
the spirit of adventure and challenge of new frentlars s alive and
wall amongst tha IWA ladies. A big thanks for their efforts to
History, Gutture and Tours chairpersons, Geeta Rajagopal and Gewr
Visvanathan and for picking tha perfect place to wvisit!

Ii VIJAYA BHARATHI AAMGARAJ
& 15
i



Y P

L ""1 Fa

,@} SUNNY SIDE UP
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Things ta ponder

® 'Whan chease gels Its picture taken, what does it say?
® Whyis a person who plays the pianc called a pianist, bul
a parson who diives a race car s nol called a raclal?
Why are wise man and a wisa guy opposiles?

Why do overlook and overses mean opposite things?

Il horrific maans o make horribla, does terrific maan to
maka tarribla? !
& Why isn't 11 pronounced onety one?

-ﬂ{fmr é’ H’:ﬁm
On a River/highway crossing: "Take Motice — Whan thiz sign is
under water, the moad is impassable.”
In & City restaurant; "Open seven days a week and weekends.”

In a cematary: "Persons are prohibited from picking flowears from
any but their own graves.®

At used cars shop: "Used Cara? Why go elsewhere to ba cheated,
Coma here first.”

At a sale: "Dog for sale - eals anything and is fond of childran.”

16
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2007- 2008

MAMAGING COMMITTEE

PRESIDENTS
Kamala Prasad 26283800 Se401 L1177
Raziveh Shaerazia 20363687 a8400 B553A
WICE PRESIDENTS
Flani Ananith 24400854 Ba407 61624
Fadha Gopalaknishnan 2489181 BG
SECRETARIES
Shabha Hatbar 26411248 BEA0T 38258
Lynna Connor GEA08 TEF40
TREASURERS ‘
Bricula Srinlvasan 24321028 ae40%9 31612
Huszan Hoppar 24333585 o412 21201

ACTIVITY CHAIRPERSONS
ARTS & HAMDICRAFTS
Frithika Chary 24097878 GEADD JATE2
Sanjita Shah A2 05603 GEACE 5TEAD
BOOK DHSCUSSION
Archana Maivappan 28473832 Q84048 DEEDD
Futh Lauge QE402 35222
COOKING SWAPSHOP
Raji Rameash 245939640 Q8410 49300
Meana Marn © O 2EIG2490 au400 BlGETE
CURRENT EVENTS
Anuradha Sachdey 28341340 ag401 03458
Balvear Singh 24984588 oa401 B3830
HEALTH & ECOLOGY '
MAsha Hemdey ZB2Ta165 Q8403 43528
Bilkis Bdocaa 243459034 QREAQ 50450
HISTORY, CULTURE & TOURS
Geotha Rajagopal 24584168 9B40) GZEOI
Gowri Visvanalhan 24332027 SEA4D GEEQE
PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION
Sadiya Khalesl 2501015 GBE40 50686
Uma Ganoasarn 24520274 Go40E 52588
MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS
Cleats Vasedovan 24815813 SEA4E GERA0
Pia Mandar GE404 GRGI0



